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legacy of subsequent hatred, making the task of subsequent
communalist propagandists easier. Yet the riots have been
essentially incidents, occasioned by some disturbing factor
other than religion. All careful observers, even when
British and conservative,-recognize that this disturbing factor
is economic. In fact, communal riots have been isolated
instances of class struggles fought in communal guise. For
example, a British official writing of the Hindu-Muslim
antagonism following the partition of Bengal, says: " The
conflict came to a head in the dangerous Mymensingh dis-
turbances of May 1907, which took the form of a general
rising of the Muhammadan peasantry against their Hindu
landlords and creditors"17. The Moplah Revolt, often con-
sidered the worst of the communal disturbances, was the
uprising of oppressed and poverty-stricken peasants, as we
shall presently see18. The virulent Bombay riots of 1929
were primarily struggles between mill-workers on strike, and
(deliberately chosen Muslim) PaHhan strike-breakers. The
official report said : " We are of opinion ... that the attacks
by the strikers and mill-hands were due primarily to the fact
that the Pathans had taken the place of strikers at the Oil
Installations, and, secondly, and to a lesser extent, to the fact
that some of the Pathans are money-lenders who had ad-
vanced money to mill-hands at usurious rates of interest"19.
Examples such as this could be multiplied many times. They
are generalized by the British commentator Garratt: " A
map, showing the areas where Hindu Moslem outbreaks are
most frequent, suggests that this added cause for irritation
is really economic. The communities in these districts are
divided into distinct economic groups. Thus, in the North-
West, Hindus are the moneylenders and the Moslems are
peasants ; in the North-East they are often landowners and
the Moslems tenants. In the towns, and it is the towns where
the feeling is worst, the shopkeepers, professional men,
and employers are Hindu, the craftsmen and workers are
usually Moslem"20. Manshardt, a cautious American liberal,
has to emphasize the economic factor ; and regarding the
peasants he states : " There is scarcely a grave communal